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The Structure of the Drama

The Prologue
The relevance of the book of Revelation

The Title 1:1-3
The Greeting 1: 4- 8

Scene 1: The Church in the World : seven Letters dictated
The repeat of patterns

Scene 1 opens : the church centred on Christ 1: 9- 20
The first Letter : to Ephesus 2: 1- 7

The second Letter : to Smyrna 2: 8 - 11

The third Letter : to Pergamum 2: 12 - 17

The fourth Letter : to Thyatira 2: 18 — 29

The fifth Letter : to Sardis 3: 1 - 6

The sixth Letter : to Philadelphia 3: 7 - 13

The seventh Letter : to Laodicea 3: 14 - 22

Scene 2: Suffering for the Church : seven Seals opened
The meaning of numbers

Scene 2 opens : creation centred on Christ 4: 1 -5: 14
The first Seal : conquest 6: 1,2

The second Seal : strife 6: 3,4

The third Seal : scarcity 6: 5,6

The fourth Seal : death 6: 7,8

The fifth Seal : the suffering of God’s witnesses 6: 9 — 11
The sixth Seal : the final cataclysm 6: 12 — 17

Yet the church is indestructible 7: 1 - 17

The seventh Seal : ‘The rest is silence’ 8: 1

Scene 3 : Warning for the World : seven Trumpets sounded
The sequence of events

Scene 3 opens: God hears his people’scry 8:2 -6
The first Trumpet : the earth stricken 8: 7

The second Trumpet : the sea stricken 8: 8,9

The third Trumpet : the rivers stricken 8: 10,11

The fourth Trumpet : the sky stricken 8: 12

Let the world of men beware the remaining Trumpets! 8: 13
The fifth Trumpet : torment9:1-12

The sixth Trumpet : destruction 9: 13 - 21

The meaning of the last Trumpet 10: 1 -7

Yet the world is unrepentant 10: 8 — 11: 14

The seventh Trumpet : the world is no more 11: 15 - 18

Scene 4 : The Drama of History : seven Visions of cosmic conflict
The analysis of the drama

Scene 4 opens : behind the veil, God’s covenant 11: 19
The characters 12: 1 -6

The plot12: 7-16

The prelude 12: 17



5. The first Vision : the beast from the sea 13: 1-10

6. The second Vision : the beast from the earth 13: 11 - 17

7. The number of the beast 13: 18

8. The third Vision : the Lamb and his followers 14:1-5

9. The fourth Vision : the angels of grace, doom and warning 14: 6 — 13
10. The fifth Vision : the final reaping 14: 14 — 20

11. The sixth Vision : a preview of Scene 5 15: 1

12 The seventh Vision : the song of victory 15: 2 -4

15:5-16:21 Scene 5: Punishment for the world : seven Bowls poured out
The unity of the drama

Scene 5 opens : behind the veil, God’s inescapable wrath 15: 5 - 16: 1
The first Bowl : the earth stricken 16: 2

The second Bowl: the sea stricken 16: 3

The third Bowl : the rivers stricken 16: 4- 7

The fourth Bowl : the sky stricken 16: 8,9

The fifth Bowl : torment 16: 10,11

The sixth Bowl : destruction 16: 12 - 16

The seventh Bowl : the world is no more 16: 17 - 21
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17:1-19:10 Scene 6 : Babylon the Whore : seven Words of justice
The identifying of symbols

Scene 6 opens : the first Word about Babylon 17: 1 - 6
The second Word : the mystery of Babylon 17: 7 - 18
The third Word : the fall of Babylon 18:1-3

The fourth Word : the judgement of Babylon 18: 4 — 20
The fifth Word : the death of Babylon 18: 21 - 24

The sixth Word : the doom song of Babylon 19: 1 -5
The seventh Word : the successor of Babylon 19: 6 -8
These are true Words of God 19: 9,10
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19:11-21:8 Scene 7: The Drama Behind History : seven Visions of ultimate reality
The millennium

Scene 7 opens : the first Vision : The Captain of the armies of heaven 19: 11 - 16
The second Vision : his victory is sure 19: 17,18

The third Vision : his enemies are doomed 19: 19 - 21

The fourth Vision : the devil 20: 1 -3

The fifth Vision : the church 20 : 4 - 10

The sixth Vision : the last judgement 20: 11 - 15

The seventh Vision : the new age 21: 1 -8
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21: 9-22:19 Scene 8: Jerusalem the Bride : seven final Revelations

1. Scene 8 opens 21: 9

The first Revelation : God’s city 21: 10 — 21

The second Revelation : God’s dwelling 21: 22 - 27

The third Revelation : God’s world renewed 22: 1 -5
The fourth Revelation : God’s word validated 22: 6 — 10
The fifth Revelation : God’s work completed 22: 11 - 15
The sixth Revelation : God’s final blessing 22: 16,17

The seventh Revelation : God’s final curse 22: 18,19
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22: 20,21 The Epilogue
The book we could do without

The Author’s last word 22: 20,21



